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Advent/Christmas Schedule 
 

Weekly Mass Schedule 
          Monday through Friday Mass  7:00 AM  
 

Every Wednesday night 7:00 PM 
Evening Prayer & Novena in honor of St. Joseph  

 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
Feast of the Immaculate Conception  

(Holy Day of Obligation) 
Holy Day Schedule: 

 Tuesday, Vigil Mass    5:15 PM 
 Wednesday Masses    7:00 AM 
      12:10 PM 
      7:00 PM 
 

Monday, December 20, 2021 
Advent Penance Service 7:00 PM 

 

Christmas Mass Schedule 
  Friday, December 24th   4:15 PM   
  Saturday, December 25   Midnight 
      8:30 AM;  
      11:00 AM 

     NO 4:15 PM Sunday Vigil Mass!  
 

January 1, 2022 
Feast of Mary, the Mother of God 
(NOT a Holy Day of Obligation) 

 
Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 

24 hours a day – seven days a week 
Call to register for code or to sign up for a committed weekly hour. 

 

Looking Ahead 
January 6, 2022 Parish Praise & Worship - 7:00 PM 

   Pints with Padre’s - 8:00 PM 

January 7, 2022 16th Annual Priest Open House  

January 8, 2022 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner - 5:30 PM 

 

  

Advent & Christmas  
Season 

 

2021 – 2022 
 

“New Beginnings” 
 

 

St. Joseph Church/Bread of Life Community 
147 West 24th St 

Erie, Pa 16502 

814-452-2982 

www.stjoesbol.org 
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Merry Christmas! 
 

The Child that lies in the manger,  
helpless and abandoned to the love of His creatures,  

dependent entirely upon them to be fed 
and clothed and sustained, remains the Creator  

and Ruler of the universe. Yet, in this human nature of His,  
He wills to be helpless, and truly so.  

For here is no mere matter of appearances.  
The poverty of the Child and of His mother,  

their loneliness and dereliction at Bethlehem,  
their need for food and clothing and support,  

these are all as real as our own needs  
and our own limitations. And why?  

Above all, because of the reality of His love.  
He has embraced our poverty and our sorrow out of love for us, 

in order to give us His riches and His joy.  
And He has become as poor as the poorest of us,  
that no man may be held back from Him by fear.  

For, the love with which this divine Child loves us  
is truly the love of a man-child, but also, and just as truly,  

the love of our Savior and of our God.  
The arms with which He embraces us are not strong enough to 

harm any man, though they are 
the arms of God.  

What could be more evident 
than that God, Who loves us, 

and Who hates nothing that He 
has made, does not desire to 

hurt us? Can God will anything 
but our good? No, it is we who 
plunge at our own destruction 

by flying from His love. 
 

Thomas Merton 
From Nativity Kerygma 
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       Friday, December 24, 2021 
                 Christmas Eve 
 

A LONG JOURNEY 
 

 
 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Luke 2:1-5  
 
REFLECT: We’re almost there! We’ve traveled through so much of the Bi-
ble this Advent, and now we’re almost to Bethlehem. The journey has been 
long but we have not been alone—all the saints, and God Himself, have trav-
eled with us! Now it is time. Jesus, come soon! We’re excited for you to be 
here with us forever. We don’t want to wait any more.  
 
PRAY: Jesus, I’m excited for you to come again. Will you help me be ready? 
Amen  
 

 
 

      Saturday, December 25, 2021 
                   Christmas Day! 
 

                               A BIRTH  
ANNOUNCEMENT  

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Luke 2:6-21  
 
REFLECT: Jesus is born! A new branch is finally sprouting from the stump 
of Jesse. And today, you get to be there with the shepherds. You get to hear 
the good news. You get to meet Jesus. You get to go tell other people about it. 
God has chosen you! He wants you to have a part in His story! Thank God for 
Jesus and new beginnings!  
 
PRAY: Jesus, we’re so glad you’ve come! Thank you for being born into our 

world. Thank you for loving us enough to come save us and live with us. 
Amen.  
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New Beginnings 
        
A stump and a new sprout. This is the image that will lead us 
through our Advent/Christmas Season. This Advent our parish 
theme is going to be “New Beginnings!” With everything that we 
have gone through these last years, I think that is time for us to 
refocus. As I have said one million times if I have said it once, 
the devil keeps us focused on ourselves and our past, but Jesus 
calls us to look at Him and the future. To helps us to do this we 
will use a very familiar tool to a lot of people: the Jesse Tree.  
The great thing about the image of the Jesse Tree is that it pre-
pares us for the future, by building on the past.  All of salvation 
history begins with Jesus and ends with Jesus – the Alpha and the 
Omega!  
 I encourage everyone to download the Jesse tree orna-
ments and to make a Jesse tree in your home.  Each day we will 
be encouraged to stop. Breathe. Ask the Holy Spirit to renew us. 
Spend time reading a short Scripture, then reflect on it and then 
pray. We will livestream this everyday during our daily Mass also 
so you can do it live with us or watch the recording later in the 
day. Or just do it by yourself or with your family. We will build 
on our past but we will not stay there. God has a great plan for us 
and our community and we just need to focus on Him, listen to 
Him and allow Him to lead us in His will! God tells us in His 
Word: “For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD, 
"plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future” On this we stand trusting in God and His plan  
 Let us pray for each other on this Advent Journey and al-
low the Lord to give “New Beginnings!” Peace 
 

In His Love, 
Fr. Larry 
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Make your Jesse Tree 
Each day of Advent, read a Bible story about someone on Jesus’s 
family tree. Then hang the Jesse Tree ornament that symbolizes 
the story on your Jesse Tree.  

• Choose a tree branch without leaves that has a main branch 
with lots of smaller branches attached to it. The tree branch 
should be about two to three feet long. Place the branch in a 
bucket of dirt or rocks and cover the bucket with green fabric, 
felt, or paper. 

• Cut a tree with branches from brown felt. Glue it to a piece of 
green felt, 24″ x 36″. Glue on small wooden pegs to hang the or-
naments. Or attach Velcro® to the backs of the ornaments for at-
taching to the felt Jesse Tree. 

• Make a mobile using a tree branch. Use fishing line to hang 
the branch from the ceiling. You’ll need to make sure the sym-
bols are balanced when you hang them on the branch so that the 
branch will remain level. 

•     Just use a Christmas tree. A small tabletop or standing tree 
can make for a great Jesse Tree. You may even have one in your 

storage room already! 
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       Wednesday, December 22, 2021 
             4th Wednesday of Advent 
 

  A NEW NORMAL  
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Luke 1:26-38  
 
REFLECT: Thanks to Mary, nothing is “normal” for us anymore, either. We 
get to live in a world where God became a human being. God has chosen to 
save the world. Through Jesus, God is making all things new!  
 
PRAY: God, thanks for becoming a human being. Thanks for choosing to 
become one of us and for saving the world. Amen.  
 
. 
 

 
 

      Thursday, December 23, 2021 
                  St. John Kanty    

     A COOL DAD  
 
 
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Matthew 1:18-25  
 
REFLECT: St. Joseph cared less about what other people thought and more 
about what God thought. He cared more about Mary and less about himself. 
And because of that, God gave him a pretty cool part in God’s story. God 
used St. Joseph to raise Jesus. St. Joseph got to teach Jesus how to use a ham-
mer and build a chair, how to read the Bible, and how to love other people. St. 
Joseph got to be Jesus’s dad on earth! 
 
PRAY: God, St. Joseph reminds me that you can use me in amazing ways 
when I let You. What part do you want me to play in Your story? Amen  
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       Monday, December 20, 2021 
            4th Monday of Advent 
 

 A LONG SILENCE  
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Luke 1:5-25  
 
REFLECT: God made Zechariah unable to speak for about nine months, I 
wonder if it would be helpful for us to have some quiet moments during Ad-
vent. If we never turn off the Christmas music, we might drown out God’s 
voice. God is with you right now, and if you’re quiet, you might notice Him!  
 
PRAY: God, I’m calming down and trying to listen to you. What do you want 
to tell me? Amen.  
 
. 

 
 

      Tuesday, December 21, 2021 
               St. Peter Canisius    

 A TIME TO  
     GET READY  
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Matthew 3:1-6  
 
REFLECT: John the Baptist invited people to confess their sins and be bap-
tized, so that they could be clean when Jesus arrived. Like John and the peo-
ple he baptized, we can prepare for Jesus to come. We can confess and repent 
of our sins. We can ask God to make us clean. We can make our hearts ready 
to receive Jesus at Christmas!  
 
PRAY: Lord, what parts of my heart are messy? Would you help me clean up 
and be ready for you to come? Amen  
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       Sunday, November 28, 2021 
               1st Sunday of Advent 
 

A LITTLE BRANCH  
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Isaiah 11:1-4a 
 
REFLECT: But God made a promise: a tiny branch would sprout out of the 
dead tree stump. A fresh green shoot would start growing. Things wouldn’t be 
dead anymore. That little branch is Jesus. He’s coming from the stump of his 
great-great-way-back-great grandpa, Jesse. For the rest of Advent, we’re go-
ing to hear more stories about the people in Jesus’s family history and about 
how they helped God bring new life to his people.  
 
PRAY: God, you give us hope. Thank you for giving us Jesus, like new 
growth in spring. Would you help us to pay attention to Him this Advent? 
Amen.  

       
 

      Monday, November 29, 2021 
             1st Monday of Advent    

        A FAMILY  
   RESEMBLANCE 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 1:26-31  
 
REFLECT: Did you know that when God made humans, He made us to look 
like Him? God made all the stars and planets, all the beluga whales and blue 
jays, all the buffalo and begonias—but God didn’t make any of those things 
in His image. It was only when He made humans that He said, “Let’s make 
them like us.” It’s true! Something about YOU is made to look just like God!  
 
PRAY: Wow, God! We feel pretty special that you made us like You. Would 

you help us get to know Jesus so that we can look more and more like Him? 
Amen.  
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       Tuesday, November 30, 2021 
     St. Andrew, Apostle 
 

        THREE TREES 
  

 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 3  
 
REFLECT: The good news is that God has been working hard so that we can 
live with Him again. In the Bible, we get a sneak preview of the end of the 
story. God uses another tree. That tree got chopped down and put together in 
the shape of a cross. When Jesus died on that tree, He closed the distance be-
tween us and God. Jesus made it so that we could return to joyful, peaceful 
life with God.  
 
PRAY: Loving God, we’re sorry for doing things that put a gap between us 
and you. Jesus, thank you for closing that gap when you died. We’re excited 
to live with you in the city with a tree! Amen.  

 
 

      Wednesday, December 1, 2021 
 1st Wednesday of Advent    

    NEW BREATH  
 
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 6:11–9:13  
 
REFLECT: The very same breath that He breathed into Adam, God took 
away from everyone. God wanted to start fresh. And He did—God has given 
us a new kind of breath, Holy Spirit breath. In a way, God has breathed into 
us just like He breathed into Adam. We live because we have the Holy Spirit, 
the breath of life, in us.  
 
PRAY: God, you give the breath of life and you take it away. Would you fill 
us with your Holy Spirit so that we can live in a way that shows our love for 

you and our love for other people? Amen.  
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       Saturday, December 18, 2021 
            3rd Saturday of Advent 
 

 THE BEST LION  
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Daniel 6  
 
REFLECT: Did you know that when God sends an angel, it’s almost like he 
sends himself? Angels are not just God’s friends. They represent God. So the 
angel in the den with Daniel was almost like God in the den with Daniel. God 
Himself was protecting Daniel! God—the Lion of Judah—showed the lions 
of Babylon that He was more powerful and that He would protect Daniel. 
And he will protect you! 
 
PRAY: God, thank you for being powerful and protecting me. Would you 
help me trust you? Amen  
. 

 
 

      Sunday, December 19, 2021 
            4th Sunday of Advent    

      A PROMISE  
       OF PEACE  

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Micah 5:1-5  
 
REFLECT: Micah says that someone is coming who will rule Israel, he real-
ly means it. A king is coming who will stand and feed His flock—He’ll take 
care of His people. And He will bring peace everywhere He goes. As Micha 
prophesied, Jesus really came! He cared for His people and was full of peace. 
We can be confident that Jesus will come again and His peaceful kingdom 
will stay forever. He is the Prince of Peace.  
 
PRAY: Prince of Peace, you are a good and loving king. I can’t wait for you 
to come back. Amen  
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       Thursday, December 16, 2021  
            3rd Thursday of Advent 
 

 A NEW PARADE  
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Isaiah 11:6-9  
 
REFLECT: This scene reminds us of a silly parade! A wolf walks next to a 
lamb. But this is the world God imagines. God is creating a world where that 
parade is just an average Monday. Predators and prey will get along. Instead 
of fighting, we’ll work together and play together. That’s the world where 
Jesus Christ is king!  
 
PRAY: God, I’m excited for the day when we can have a parade with lions 
and bears. I pray that your kingdom would come soon! Amen.  
 
. 

 
 

      Friday, December 17, 2021 
          3rd Friday of Advent    

A DARK FISH BELLY  
 
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Jonah 3:1-5  
 
REFLECT: Jonah wasn’t the only person to hang out in a dark, damp place 
for three days. That’s what Jesus did while He was in the tomb. Jesus was 
much more willing to obey than Jonah was, and Jesus’s obedience also meant 
that lots of people had the chance to trust God!  
 
PRAY: God, help me to obey you so that other people can know you. What 

things do you want me to do to follow you? Amen.  
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       Thursday, December 2, 2021 
    1st Thursday of Advent 
 

      A BIG MOVE  
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 12:1-7  
 
REFLECT: Abraham and Sarah left everything at the command of God and 
God rewarded their faith. Am I willing to put everything on hold, or change 
my plans for His Holy Will?  
 
PRAY: Jesus, thank you so much for coming to earth so we can be loved by 
God. Will you help me do hard things sometimes so other people can know 
your love, too? Amen  
 
 

 
 

      Friday, December 3, 2021 
           St. Francis Xavier    

   A STARRY SKY  
 
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 15:1-6  
 
REFLECT: This is how God showed Abraham how big Abraham’s family 
would be. God promised that Abraham would have one son and so many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren that he wouldn’t be able to count them, 
even if he tried. Did you realize that you are part of Abraham’s family? When 
God showed Abraham all those stars, He was including YOU, too!  
 
PRAY: God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, thank you for making me part of 

your family. I’m thankful that I get to be in the same family as Jesus. Amen  
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       Saturday, December 4, 2021 
           St. John Damascene 

    A RAM FOR  
     A PRESENT  

 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 22:1-14  
 
REFLECT: When God saw that Abraham trusted him completely, God pro-
vided another way. He showed Abraham a sheep nearby, which Abraham 
could give to God as a present instead. Many years later, God himself gave up 
his son. This time, the son wasn’t Isaac; it was Jesus. And this time, Jesus was 
the sheep, too. He’s the Lamb of God, and God gave Him as a present for the 
whole world.  
 
PRAY: Jesus, thank you for being a present to me. Help me trust you even 
when things are very hard. Amen.  

 
 

      Sunday, December 5, 2021 
     2st Sunday of Advent 
 

A STRANGE DREAM 
 

  
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 28:10-22  
 
REFLECT: Sometimes, we’re so busy during the day that we don’t notice 
God. God waited until Jacob had slowed down, gotten quiet, and fallen asleep 
to talk to him. Nothing distracted Jacob from hearing God’s voice. God’s 
words were so thrilling that they woke Jacob right up, and he promised to 
serve God in return.  
 
PRAY: God, thank you for your promise to Jacob. Will you help me pay at-

tention to you and listen when you have something to tell me? Amen  
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       Tuesday, December 14, 2021 
                St. John of the Cross 
 

       A BIG RISK  
 

 
 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Esther 4  
 
REFLECT: Queen Esther was willing to die to save her people. Does that 
sound familiar? Jesus was also willing to die to save His people. And he was-
n’t just willing to die. He actually died, and His death brought us life. Jesus 
took the biggest risk of all, which frees us to take risks, too.  
 
PRAY: Jesus Christ, thank you for making death less scary. Help me be 
brave so I can help other people. Amen.  
. 
 
 

 
 

      Wednesday, December 15, 2021 
          3rd Wednesday of Advent    

  A BRIGHT LIGHT  
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Isaiah 9:2-7  
 
REFLECT: This chapter in Isaiah reminds the people of Israel of the light 
that is coming. The sun will come up in the morning! It won’t be nighttime 
forever. The light that is coming is a person, and His name is Jesus. He is 
coming to save His people. When He is here, we don’t have to be scared or 
sad anymore. We can feel full of peace and joy.  
 
PRAY: God of light, I can’t wait for you to come. Would you turn the world’s 
darkness into light? Amen.  
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       Sunday, December 12, 2021 
           3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

 A LIVING TEMPLE  
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: 1 Kings 5-6  
 
REFLECT: God decided that He would become the temple. Jesus called 
himself the temple. He is both God and human, the place where the two meet. 
We don’t have to go into a special room anymore. Now we can know God 
directly because of Jesus!  
 
PRAY: Jesus, thank you for being the temple, the place where I can meet 
God. By your Holy Spirit, I am connected with God. Help me sense you with 
me today. Amen.. 
 
 
 

 
 

      Monday, December 13, 2021 
                      St. Lucy    

A POWERFUL FIRE  
 
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: 1 Kings 18:17-39  
 
REFLECT: But as soon as Elijah prayed to God, God lit the whole altar on 
fire! God is the only one who can really help us. God’s power doesn’t come 
from His popularity. God’s power comes from Himself, from His deep love 
for other people. God showed His love in the biggest way when He came to 
earth as Jesus. And God showed His power in the biggest way when Jesus 
won the fight against evil and death  
 
PRAY: God, thank you for showing me your power and your love through 

Jesus. Help me to trust in him. Amen.  
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       Monday, December 6, 2021 
                   St. Nicholas 

   A SPECIAL SON  
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Genesis 37:1-36  
 
REFLECT: The good news is that the story about Joseph and his brothers 
ends well. Joseph does end up being in charge, but it helps save his family—
just like in the story of Jesus. Jesus is sold for thirty pieces of silver and then 
killed. But He comes back to life and is king over the whole world. The peo-
ple that hated Jesus are the same people that he came to save. And do you 
know who those people are? They are YOU and me.  
 
PRAY: Wow, Jesus! I’m amazed that you and Joseph were willing to love the 
people who hated you. I’m also thankful because it means that you love me 
and have saved me. Amen . 

 
 

      Tuesday, December 7, 2021 
           St. Ambrose 
 

   TEN LOVING  
           RULES  

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Deuteronomy 5:1-22  
 
REFLECT: Before God gave His people His Ten Commandments, He first 
set His them free from their slavery to show His love for them. When YOU 
experience the freedom that is found in Jesus, then you too, will want to obey 
Him to prove your love for Him!  
 
 
PRAY: God, will you remind me of how much you already love me? Help me 

remember that following your rules doesn’t make you love me. Amen.  
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       Wednesday, December 8, 2021 
    Feast of the Immaculate Conception 

      A RED ROPE  
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Joshua 2:1-21  
 
REFLECT: The spies agree—if Rahab hangs a red rope in her window so 
they know which house to protect. The red rope will save her life. That red 
rope hanging in her window looks a lot like a trail of blood, which reminds us 
of the blood of Jesus. When Jesus died, His blood saved our lives, just like the 
red rope saved Rahab’s life. If we trust in God, like Rahab did, we get to join 
God’s family and be protected.  
 
PRAY: Jesus, thank you for bleeding so that I can live. I’m glad I can be part 
of your family. Amen.  
 
 

 
 

      Thursday, December 9, 2021 
                 St. Juan Diego    

A LOVING RESCUER  
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: Ruth 3:1-4:12  
 
REFLECT: In this story, Boaz is the kinsman redeemer for Ruth and Naomi. 
Naomi’s husband and Ruth’s husband both died, and Naomi and Ruth were 
helpless without any sons. But they weren’t hopeless. Boaz stepped up to 
marry Ruth so that the family could continue. Much later in the Bible, we 
read about another kinsman redeemer. That kinsman redeemer is Jesus  
 
PRAY: Jesus, thanks for taking me and making me part of the wonderful 

family of God. Amen.  
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       Friday, December 10, 2021 
            2nd Friday of Advent 

AN UNDERDOG KING  

 
 

BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: 1 Samuel 16:1-15  
 
REFLECT: If you looked at him, you wouldn’t think David would make a 
very good king. And it’s a lot like how God decided to show His love to eve-
ryone by coming as a tiny, fragile baby. If you looked at Jesus, you wouldn’t 
think He would make a very good king. When He grew up, He didn’t show 
everyone how cool and powerful He was. He allowed the government to kill 
Him. In Jesus, God makes Himself the underdog so that we can live.  
 
PRAY: Sometimes you surprise me, God! You like to use people whom the 
world doesn’t think are important. Help me remember that you want to use 
me, too. Amen  

 
 

      Saturday, December 11, 2021 
                Pope St. Damasus    

 A SHEPHERD-KING  
 
 

 
BREATHE: Be still. Breath. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak to your heart. 
 
READ: 2 Samuel 5:1-5  
 
REFLECT: David was both a shepherd and King.  He was a shepherd that 
God chose to be king. A shepherd would probably make a very good king, 
since shepherds have to be humble and they probably care more about people 
than about power. Can you guess who else is a shepherd-king? Jesus! 
 
PRAY: King Jesus, thank you for having the heart of a shepherd! Would you 
help the leaders of our cities and nations be as kind and gentle as shepherds, 

too? Amen.  


